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Reform for freedom: Paving Way for
Undertrial Justice

M Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 introduces
groundbreaking changes to alleviate overcrowding in prisons,

with a focus on justice for undertrials.

¢ Reducing Custodial Burden

B A game-changer: First-time offenders who have never been
convicted of any offence in the past, can now be released on bail
after serving one-third of the prescribed maximum sentence .

B This paves the way for rehabilitation and reduction of long

custodial periods.

¢ Jail Superintendent as Bail Guardian

B The responsibility of applying for bail now rests with the Jail
Superintendent of the prison where the accused is lodged.
B This ensures legal rights for eligible prisoners, marking a

revolutionary change in the justice system.
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¢ Benefits

B A step towards ensuring timely justice and reducing the prison
population.

B Relief for those accused or convicted of petty crimes, marking a
transformative moment in our legal landscape.

B Allowing social reintegration and reducing chances of recidivism.
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