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t   Empathy for first-time Offenders: Justice with 
Compassion

n  Both Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 introduce a paradigm 
shift in the treatment of first-time offenders, emphasising 
rehabilitation and compassion in the pursuit of justice. In 
BNSS, reduced minimum punishment in plea-bargaining 
for first-time offenders and liberalised and relaxed bail for 
first time undertrials acknowledges that mistakes can be 
learning opportunities, especially for those entering the 
justice system for the first time. The legal framework under 
BNS aims to balance accountability with an empathetic 
approach towards individuals with no prior criminal 
history, for instance ‘petty theft’ which is made punishable 
with community service.

t  Rehabilitation over Retribution

n  The new laws aim to provide first-time offenders with 
alternatives to punitive measures, thereby focusing on 

3



MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS

¶ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXf²fe IZY ´fid°f °fSXÀf: IY÷Y¯ff IZY Àff±f ³¹ff¹f

n  ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf) AüSX ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀf) 

2023 IYf³fc³f ¸fZÔ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY ¶ffSmX ¸fZÔ ¶fQ»ffU dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`, dªfÀf¸fZÔ ³¹ff¹f 

IZY d»fE ´fb³fUfÊÀf AüSX IY÷Y¯ff ´fSX þûSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü ¶feE³fEÀfEÀf ¸fZÔ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY 

A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE ³¹fc³f°f¸f Àfþf IY¸f IYe ¦fBÊ AüSX ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY dU¨ffSXf²fe³f I`YdQ¹fûÔ IZY 

d»fE CXQfSX þ¸ff³f°f ÀUeIYfSX IYe ¦fBÊ W`X dIY dªfÀf¸fZÔ ¦f»fd°f¹ffa IYû Àfb²ffSX³fZ IYf A½fÀfSX dQ¹ff 

¦f¹ff W`XÜ LûMXe ¨fûSXe ªf`ÀfZ LXûMZX A´fSf²fûÔ IZY d»fE ¶feE³fEÀf 2023 IZY °fWX°f d¶f³ff dIYÀfe ´fcUÊ 

Af´fSXfd²fIY Bd°fWXfÀf Uf»fZ ½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IZY ´fid°f ÀfWXf³fb·fcd°f´fc¯fÊ údáIYû¯f SX£ff ¦f¹ff W`, dªfÀfIZY 

°fW°f QaOX IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ Àff¸fcQfd¹fIY ÀfZ½ff IYSX½ff¹ff ªffE¦ffÜ 

¶ ´fid°fVfû²f IZY ¶fQ»fZ ´fb³fUfÊÀf

n  ³fE IYf³fc³fûÔ IYf »fÃ¹f ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX A´fSXf²f IYSX³fZ Uf»fûÔ IYû QÔOXf°¸fIY CX´ff¹fûÔ IZY dUIY»´f 

´fiQf³f IYSX³ff W`X dªfÀf¸fZÔ ́ fb³fUfÊÀf AüSX Àf¸ffþ ̧ fZÔ ́ fb³f: EIYeIYSX¯f ́ fSX ²¹ff³f IZYÔdQi°f IYSX³ff WX`Ü

n  ³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³f EIY EZÀfZ ·fdU¿¹f IYe IY»´f³ff IYSX°fZ WX`Ô þWXfÔ dLXMX´fbMX ¦f»fd°f¹fûÔ IYû 

ÀfIYfSXf°¸fIY ¶fQ»ffU IZY AUÀfSX IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ´fWX¨ff³ff þfE¦ffÜ

4



MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS

rehabilitation and reintegration into society.
n   The new criminal laws envision a future where isolated 

mistakes are recognised as opportunities for positive 
change.

t  Provisions for First-Time Offenders: A Legal Milestone

 Multiple considerations have been introduced through 
several sections for first-time offenders including:
n  Introducing non-custodial punishment such as community 

service, and counselling for eligible individuals, fostering 
personal growth and societal reintegration through the 
legal framework.

n  First-time offenders are to be given relaxed punishment 
(one-fourth and one-sixth of stipulated punishment) in 
plea bargaining.

n  First time under-trial offender is given statutory  bail 
after completion of one-third period of the maximum 
punishment prescribed.
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¶ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE ´fifU²ff³f: EIY IYf³fc³fe ¸fe»f IYf ´f°±fSX

 ́fWX»fe ¶ffSX IZY A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY d»fE IYBÊ ²ffSXfAûÔ IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ IYBÊ dU¨ffSX ´fZVf dIYE ¦fE WX`Ô, dþ³f¸fZÔ 

Vffd¸f»f WX`Ô:

n   Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf AüSX ´fSXf¸fVfÊ ªf`Àfe ÀfªffAûÔ IYf ´fif½f²ff³f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff W`X dªfÀf¸fZÔ EZÀfZ 

A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYû ªfZ»f ³f ·ûªff ªffE AüSX IYf³fc³fe ´fif½f²ff³f IZY °fWX°f ½¹fdöY¦f°f dUIYfÀf AüSX 

Àff¸ffdþIY ´fb³fÊEIYeIYSX¯f IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ³ffÜ

n   ́fWX»fe ¶ffSX A´fSXf²f IYSX³fZ Uf»fûÔ IYû ́ »fe ¶ff¦fZÊd³fÔ¦f ̧ fZÔ IY¸f Àfþf (EZÀfe Àfþf IYf EIY-¨fü±ffBÊ 

AüSX LNXf dWXÀÀff) Qe þfE¦feÜ  

n   ́fWX»fe ¶ffSX d½f¨ffSXf²fe³f I`YQe IYû d³f²ffÊdSX°f Ad²fIY°f¸f Àfªff IYe EIY d°fWXfBÊX A½fd²f ´fcSXe WXû³fZ 

IZY ¶ffQ ªf¸ff³f°f QZ³fZ IYf ´fif½f²ff³fÜ
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